Double-Entry Journal Assignment Explanation

The purpose: Double-entry journals responses are designed to help you make and reflect on text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connects. Please bring your journal entries to each class as they will help you engage in our classroom discussions. We will review your journal entries together during our mid-semester conference.

How to Write a Double-Entry Journal Entry

1) Read the assigned texts. Remember texts include books, essays, videos, TedTalks, websites, etc. 

2) Select a key quote or quotes from the text and type or handwrite it out on a page. Be sure to put the date of your entry, use MLA formatting for quotes, and include title, author and page number for the text(s) you are referencing. Also, include an MLA formatted Works Cited page.

3) Write your connections to your selected text(s). You should make the following connections with each journal entry, and each should be between 3-5 well-developed, grammatically correct sentences long:

· Text-to-self: these are connections that occur when you make meaningful* connections between your personal experiences and the text. Think back to our lesson on Freire, and making text-to-self connections about your experiences with teachers using either a banking or a problem posing model. 

· Text-to-text: these are connections that occur when you make meaningful connections between the text you selected and the other texts we are reading. Explain how those texts are in conversation with each other, and/or how they are building on each other. Be sure to include the title, author, and page number of the additional texts you are referencing. Again, think back to our lesson on Freire and how you connected his text to other books and movies that you are familiar with and showed what those texts had in common with each other. 

· Text-to-world: these are connections that occur when you make meaningful connections between the text and the world as you know it. How does the text inform your understanding of current or historic events? How does the text help you understand issues about identity, race and culture? How does the text you selected connect to current events? 

4) Bring your journal-entries to every RDG 1300 class so you can use your them to help you engage in our classroom discussions. You’ve done all of this great thinking, so be sure to share it!

*Meaningful means that your connections show clear evidence of reading the text(s), understanding them, and being able to connect them to your own experience, other texts we are using, and current or past world issues or events. 

