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Questions for Critical Reading

1. Whats the relationship between
ook for places where he tlks
falling (or even succeeding) in

education and success? As you reread Coates's essay,

bout the goals of education and the consequences of

SR chool. How are these inflected by race and class?

. The whole of Coates's

2 Tkt ..fiw?;’ff;!“‘” which this s excerpt s taken, s framed asa letterto

s o s e e es52y,consides the mpact that formhas on content. I what
 reflect the form of aletter? In what ways s it clear he has alarger

audience in mind? How do form and audience interact?

3. What solution was Coates able to find for the problem of education? Consider the role
that crtical thinking played and locate passages that suggest his definition of critical
thinking. In what ways s his solution related to the work you doin this dlass?

Exploring Context

1. Dena Simmons has a TED talk titled "How Students of Color Confront Imposter
syndrome" that touches on many of the same issues as Coates’s essay. View it at ted
«com. How does her experience connect to Coates's? How are their paths to success
similar? What accounts for thelrdifferences? Conect this to your work n Question 1 of
Questions for Critical Reading.

2. Explore the website for Baltimore Public Schools at baltimorecityschools.org. How
does the site' vision for education relate to Coates’s experience of education? Have
things changes since Coates went to school? Consider working with your response to
Question 3 of Questions for Crtical Reading.

3. Visit Coates's website at ta-nehisicoates.com. How does ths essay reflecthis larger
body of work? What consistent themes can you locate in his wiiting?

Questions for Connecting

1. In"Variety Show* (. 217), Anna Holmes looks at the challenge of promoting diversity in
e o uiture Extend herargument using Coatess experences.What additional
challenges dowe face in moving toward a more inclusive culture?

2. Wesiy Yang describes 3 vry different educatonal experencen “Paper Tigrs”
o452 Wit ke theeduction o Asn Americans o diferent rom the experience
g education successful in ethnically and racially diverse

What socioeconomic class play? Incorporate your work from
environments? What role does S9°0CC g and Questins | and 2of Exploing

3. Yo-Yo Ma offers  very differentvision of education in “Necessary Edges: Arts,

- his goals for education with Coates's lived
B e T e

peenc Do e expedence iough hisgrandmather the kindof eduication Ma
imagines?




